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Levi Strauss was an American manufacturer and businessman. He was born in Germany around
1829. Little is known about his early life except that when he was a teenager, his family became one of
the thousands of immigrant families who poured into New York to seek their fortune in America. Shortly
after his arrival in 1849, gold was discovered at Sutter’s Mill in California and the “Gold Rush” was on.
Thousands of people from all over the world were rushing to California to dig for gold. Young Levi bought

several bolts* of cloth in New York and (1)booked passage on a ship sailing around Cape Horn, arriving in

San Francisco in February of 1850. Upon arrival in California, he sold most of the cloth he had brought
with him, keeping only a bolt of canvas. Canvas is a very heavy fabric. Strauss thought the miners
would buy the canvas to make tents.

One day Levi heard some miners talking about the quality of work pants that were (2available.
They complained that they couldn’t find clothes strong enough for the work they were doing. Mining was
very rough work and miners’ clothing quickly wore out. Strauss thought about this problem and he got a
very good idea. He quickly took some of his canvas and sewed it into a pair of pants. These pants were
very strong and were just what the miners needed. In one day Strauss sold all the pants he could make.
He realized that he had both a saleable product and a very large market. y He settledin San Francisco and
began to make pants.

Although these first pants were very strong, the canvas was very coarse and uncomfortable to wear.
Strauss was determined to make them better.~Hestried several different materials. He found a fabric
that was as strong as canvas but_mtch softer..~This fabric came from Nimes, a city in France and was
called serge de Nimes which in-English means a kind of fabric from Nimes. The miners really liked this
fabric but they had difficulty pronouncing the name correctly. They called it “denim” (from Nimes). They
bought the new pants from Strauss as fast as he could make them.

The new denim pants were very strong and comfortable and looked nice when they were new.
(A ), they were white and got dirty very quickly and didn’t look very interesting. To solve these
problems, Strauss dyed his jeans in various colors. The blue color was his favorite and it looked nice even
when it got dirty. This color was also very popular among the miners. They became known as “Levi’s
blue jeans.”

Strauss continued to improve his jeans. He began using copper rivets on the seams and corners of
the pockets. (3This greatly increased the durability of his pants and also made them more interesting to
look at. He made his jeans in a variety of styles. His company became known as “Levi Strauss and
Company.” The wearing of Levis quickly expanded beyond the mining areas and became the most
popular work pants in the West. ( B ) Levi’s high standard of quality, by the end of the century Levi’s
jeans became the number one best selling jeans in America. They became fashionable not only for work
but for casual dress as well.

Levi Strauss died in 1902. The company was taken over by two of his nephews. The business has
continued to expand every year since it first began. Today Levi’s are known all over the world. The line of
products has grown to include not only pants, but a wide variety of jackets, dress, and even suits for men
and women. (LRI
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(A ) 7. Forexample 4. However 7. Inshort =. Moreover
( B ) 7. Asidefrom 4. Regardless of . Farfrom =. Becauseof

M2 RSB EQOALTHTOEKRE L TRbITWHDE, ZILEIT ~ZOHMNEL— D72 S0,
(1 7. reserved 4. made 7. sold =. found
(@ 7. outofstock . outofthe size 7. obtainable T. replaceable
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making seamless jeans fashionable

adding a bronze colored belt buckle

increasing the number of pockets to the pants

adding metal pins to strengthen the stitches

LIS
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1. According to the first paragraph, Levi Strauss originally kept one bolt of canvas on arrival in
California to

7. sell to miners A . carry gold
7. make a sail .. improve his clothes
2. According to the second paragraph, how did Strauss get his idea for making miner’s pants?

One of the miners asked him to make him tailored pants.
In New York, he learned miners needed special clothing.

He heard miners mentioning their problems with work clothes.

LN

He thought the quality of miners’ pants was very high.

3. According to the third paragraph, why did serge de Nimes start to be called “denim™?

There had been a similar phrase in American English.
A French person invented the word.

Americans living in Nimes, France started to pronounce it “denim.”

LN

The expression was difficult for the miners to say.

4. According to the fourth paragraph, why were many jeans dyed blue?

7. Both Strauss and many miners liked the good-looking color.

A . The color blue encouraged them to work harder.
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7. The color keeps the pants from standing out when it becomes time to mend them.

.. Many miners felt that the color made the pants look comfortable.

5. According to the fifth paragraph, which of the following statements is true?

7. While Levi’s jeans became less popular for work, more people wore them as casual wear.

4. In order to increase productivity, Levi Strauss decided to reduce the number of designs for
pants.

7. More and more people chose Levi’s jeans both as casual clothes and as work clothes.

. It took some time for the popularity of Levi’s jeans to spread throughout the West.

6. What is the main idea of this passage?

7. Levi Strauss was born in New York and became a successful businessman in the clothing
industry.
A . Levi Strauss was a successful businessman who made a popular product which has sold well on
the global market.
7. Levi Strauss was an immigrant who went to the United States to be a sailor.
. Lewvi Strauss was one of the greatest gold miners in California before helbegan to sell blue

jeans.

15 KD 1~4 OIS Fidr, KLOWNEE ZETUVIULT %2, —E L TORITFIULF 28OV S0,

1. Levi Straussbought-bolts of cloth in New York to establish a tent factory in San Francisco.
2. Lewvi Strauss'c¢ould sell the pants made of canvas quickly.

3. The sale of Levi’s clothes dropped for a while after Levi Strauss died.

4

. The products of Levi Strauss and Company include dresses.
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How ( ) money do you want to save every month?

7. many 4. much . several . few

Her speech was ( ).

7. bore 4. bored 7. boring . boringly
Please let him know your arrival time as ( ) as possible.

7. soon A . sooner 7. much sooner . Very sooner
Do you enjoy ( ) English poems?

7. read 4. hadread 7. hasread . reading
This beautiful song ( ) by a famous musician.

7 . can compose 4. was composed 7. has composed . to compose
Little ( ) that he would become the president of the company.

7. Timagine A . imagine I 7. did I imagine . I did imagine
Did you make your son ( ) his room?

7. clean 4. to'clean 7. have cleaned . cleaning
IfI( ) the7 o’clock train, I would have been late for school this morning.

7. miss 4. misses 7. are missing . had missed

This is the place ( ) I was born.

7. whose 4. where 7. what =T. how
The teachers were sure that ( ) own students would get good grades.
7. they 4. their 7. them . theirs
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Don’t interrupt when someone is talking.
7. cutup 4. cutin 7. giveup

The sports competition was postponed.
7. putoff 4. made over 7. taken over

There are many advantages to going overseas.
7. benefits 4. delays 7. difficulties

Our computers are out of order.
7. fixed A . fashionable 7. broken

One of the zoo’s goals is to boost the number of visitors.

7. reduce 4. count 7. increase

Please write your email address accurately.
7. differently A . slowly 7. roughly

They have to provide evidence of their date of birth.
7. proof 4. money 7. intelligence

The child couldn’t resist.the temptation to eat the cake.
7. describe A . fight 7. create

Nobody supported me in the argument.

7. took me out A . recognized me 7. backed me up

Mary and John set off on a hike early in the morning.
7. stopped 4. jumped 7. waited

. givein

. handed off

. possibilities

.. new

T. keep

. correctly

. confidence

x. feel

. insulted me

x. started
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Woman  : Passport, please.

Man : Here you go.

Woman  : What is the purpose of your visit?

Man : Erm...I am here for a vacation.

Woman  :Isee. How long are you staying in the country?
Man : Five nights. We are flying back home to Switzerland on Saturday morning.
Woman  : Where are you staying?

Man : At the Friendly Plaza Hotel.

Woman  : Okay. Well, have a nice trip.

Man : Thank you. Goodbye.

Woman  : Next, please!

1. The speakers in this conversation are most likely

a taxi driver and a passenger
a customer and a clerk

a hotel staff member and a guest

LIS

an immigration official and a tourist

2. What will the woman probably do next?
7. check the man’s'luggage
4. speakto semeone else
7. take a photegraph
-

. ‘return the man’s passport

3. Which one of the following is true?

7. The man’s passport isn’t needed.
4. The man’s visit is a business trip.
7. The last night of the man’s stay is a Friday.
. The man is staying with a friend.
Joe : Where are we?
Marvin  : Who knows? But I see a sign coming up. So slow down!
Joe : Okay, hereitis. What did it say?
Marvin  : I think we are a long way off course.
Joe : Really?
Marvin : Yeah, it said, “Route 46, Welcome to North Park.”
Joe : But we want to be in South Park.

Marvin  : I know.

(ENERCE e
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Joe : Do you think we should turn around?
Marvin  : Yep, I guess we should.

4. What are the men most likely doing?
flying on an airplane
riding on a train

driving in a car

LIS

sailing in a boat

5. Who read and understood the sign?
Marvin

Joe

both Marvin and Joe

neither Marvin nor Joe

LIS

6. What will the men probably do next?
7. stop and ask for help
4. return the way they came
. keep going forward
-

look for a map

(5] ko] 1~8 DB A T FEORA TS CIERANED K 5 1~ 7855, biliglre & Ol L,
TNENT ~ZDOHNRB— DO,
i1 Ao daris a traditional Vietnamese style of clothing.

Its design was originally based on a Chinese style of silk dress.

As a result, this modern style is more suitable for the hot and humid climate.

W W o

Later, this Chinese style was changed to a more modern style by adding hemp to the silk.

T7.3—22—>4—1 4.3—>1—>4—>2
7. 1—>3—>2—4 . 1—>2—>4—3
fi 2 Under the North Pole, on the other hand, there is only sea, so snow drifts and melts quickly.
Ice at the South Pole is much thicker than at the North Pole.
One reason for this is because the South Pole 1s on land, which means snow accumulates.
We will now move on to today’s topic: the difference between the South Pole and the North
Pole.

W 0 o=

7. 1—>2—>3—-4 4. 1—>3—>4—2
7. 4—>1—>3—>2 . 4—-2—-3—1
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i3 1. Inorder to apply for the contest, you need to submit this form.
2. Next, fill in all the blanks. That’s it!
3. First, please use a red ink pen.
4. Oh, I almost forgot. Make sure that you send it by next Monday. Bye!

7.1—>3—>2—4 4. 1—>2—>3—4

7.3—>4—->1—>2 . 3—>1—4—2
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ABC Company’s Educational Digital Book Downloads

120 7
- Tablets

[] Smartphones

104D

80—

60

Downloads (Millions)

a —

20

2010 2011 2012 2013
Year

— Lt D 7i2RED L ODOTF

The graph shows smartphone and tablet download figures for ABC’s educational digital books.
Overall downloads for ABC’s educational digital books ( 1 ) between 2010 and 2013. Indeed, the
download numbers (2 ) over this period. ABC set a new recordin ( 3 ) when it passed 100 million
downloads for the year.

ABC’s market can be divided between smartphone and tablet device users. Tablets madeup ( 4 )
half of the downloads each year with the exception of 2013. The promising results in 2013 suggest that
tablet users might be the future of ABC’s business.

) 7. doubled annually A . 1increased every year
7. decreased slightly . remained the same
() 7. more than tripled 4. mnearly doubled
7. rose three percent . almost halved
(3 7. 2010 A. 2011 7. 2012 . 2013
(1) 7. exactly 4. over 7. less than . approximately
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